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ENGLAND IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

The Settle-

Europe.

Great

Brit 3, in

to establish Jhe Continental System and so to compass his
own ruin. From the outset one of the duties of the fleet had
teen to destroy French commerce and to protect English:
after the establishment of the Continental System this duty
was more necessary than ever. French ocean traffic was
actually wiped out, though her coastal business could not
be so easily smashed. Britain's fleet made it possible for
her to maintain her own trade in spite of restrictions and to
watch neutral trading to such an extent that a European
opposition to France became inevitable.

The overthrow of Napoleon left the Powers of Europe faced
with the problems of establishing a lasting peace. France,
the aggressor, the cause of over twenty years of European
warfare, was generously treated. Louis XVIII, a Bourbon,
the brother of Louis XVI, was made King, and Napoleon
was banished to St. Helena; but France lost no territory other
than that which she had acquired at the expense of other
Powers In this war: her boundaries were reduced to those
of 1792 and she paid an indemnity of 700,000,000 francs.
Germany was condemned to a further fifty years of disunion,
for Napoleon's work was largely undone by the restoration
of thirty-eight states, loosely bound together in a German
Confederation, under the leadership of Austria. Prussia
regained that part of Poland which she had taken by the
first two Partition Treaties, acquired Swedish Pomerania,
a part of Saxony and considerable territory on the Rhine.
Disunion and backward obscurantism returned to Italy:
Austria took Lombardy and Venetia Into her Empire:
the two Sicilies and Sardinia (to which Genoa was now
added) were now restored to their former rulers. In the
east, the kingdom of Poland was revived with the Czar
as its king. Holland was united with Belgium, and Norway
was taken from Denmark and presented to Sweden.

Great Britairi secured Malta, Mauritius, Trinidad, Ceylon,
Cape of Good Hope, St. Lucia, Tobago and Heligoland,
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me Ionian Isles, a predominant position In India, and a
general promise by the Powers to abolish the slave trade
shortly. She had overthrown Napoleon, resisted the
crusade of revolutionary France, and had confined her